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FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 



Dear Eric: 



U/16/6? 


Just returned froia our week-end, and am again busy as heck, viould anpreciate it 
very mucn if you would check this one out for me. It appears to be a struck 
piece, but, the color, v.eight and SnG seem to make me suspieious of it. I have 
some comments on the Virginia article, and while I was away, I let fed Craige 
read it. '’''ll sneak with nim tnis evening, and send you my com.aents ana any 
that he might have, in a day or so. How was the ANS meeting? 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 




RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 
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April 26, 1962 


Mr.Richard Picker 
P*0,Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick: 

I have not been able to get to your letters as fast 
as I had hoped, but here goes* 

Thank you for your suggestions as to the Virginia 
article. Some of them I an in a position to follow, 
but others I cannot. In any event you have been 
very helpful, as always* 

I am enclosing pictures of 13-V for your file, 

^ return to Ted the halfpence which you sent 

me belonging to him* I was glad to have them avail- 
able although I cannot change my plates* 

The Maryland penny has a specific gravity of 8.2 
which is a little low* The measurement on the 
mounting card is 8*5. Its detail appears to be 
that of a casting* I particularly do not like 
the file nark at the lower left of the reverse 
which looks like the metal entranee for the casting* 
I do not like the black encrustation or the sur- 
face texture. I do not think the coin is genu- 
ine although I have no specific way of proving it 
since it night have acquired its peculiar surface 
by being underground or being under water for 
a long period* 

The Rhode Island token, in pewter, is a cast as 
evident from the edge and as evident from the 

fact that the place where the ornament was removed 
is smooth* 


2 - 


April 26, 1962 


Mr* Richard Picker 


The most interesting one to me is the Continental 
Dollar. Its specific gravity is 7» which is almost 
normal. The fact that its color was nnusually 
black did not bother me as pewter often turns such 
a color. The edge is apparently normal. The only 
abnormal featur«j8 I can find are that there is a 
raised lump in the middle of the circle of Mew 
Jersey. There is a loop over the top of the R, 
in the abbreviation for Maryland, and this loop 
could have been caused in casting or a bump. In 
addition, the O^in Georgia, has a defect. I wish 
you could look over these items and see how you 
think they could have been caused. There is a de- 
fect over the A, on the obverse, and such defects 
are found on different portions of the edge on 
these dollars and therefore is completely normal. 

I don»t know when I am coming to New York next 
but I will let you know before I do. 

I am trying to ease up a little on coin research 
so that I can do moire with my family* The example 
of George Fuld is an important one for all of us* 
In any event, it is always a pleasure to hear 
from you. 

I am returning the coins herewith. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


CERTIFIED MAIL 




icliarJ <d^icL 


er 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y, 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


5/1/62 


Bear Eric 


Thanks for the letter and the return of the coins. I quite agree with you on the 
jviaryland niece, and am inclined to on the Rnode Island, ana am doubt,fuL about the 
continental. The R.I. snows a number of raisea bumns in addition to the items that 
you mentioned. However, I was always under the i/iipression that these pieces were 
originally cast, and not struck nieces to begin with. Was also under the impression 
that it wasn't the ornament that was removed, but ' VLUGTENDE ' , and the ornament re- 
nlaced the removed nortion. Also thought that the removal was from tne molo, not 
each individual piece. I've seen pieces that show narts of the lettering after the 

removal (this doesn't), and on those witn tne scroll, parts of s^^me letters are al- 

most discernable. T believe that this is a later fabrication f^'^^nce I received all 
of the records on this collection, I see its source, and would like to be 100$ certain 
before returning it. On the dollar, tne only explanation I can make is possibly for 

one of the liomns in the M.J. circle, where examination with a 20 power glass reveals 

^ cut alongside of it, and it could be raised metal from that. I don't have another 
with which to check it out, nor do T have a good plate. In comoaring it to the Brass, 
1-B, I see the small b'jmn in N.J., and one in Penn. Also, a question, since 1-C 
is a further recutting of 1-B, how is it that in 1-C there are some unfinished 
circles, where they are all coranlete ones in 1-B? Anyway, here they are again, for 
further study, along with another niece wnich seems to be OK. This man kept a lot 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 



records regardinf^ ais coins, but, I see that his sp G differs markedly from your 
measurements. Some time ago I started to make a set uo to take sp g, but ran into 
one problem. As soon as this convention season is over. I'll get that worked out, 
and will be able to do it accurately myself. 3ust spoke to Ted Craige, and he'll 
be over in a Little while with his oewter R.I.. After we make some comoarisons. 

I'll include his niece in this package, which may be helnful in checking. Incidentally, 
his piece came from JJF in a private, over the counter sale. Tne GF example is very 
important, so, take your time with these. Anyway, if tny turn out to be good, and 
you delay, they'll be worth more in the future. But, academiciy, I'm interested in 
the results, and, something tells me that I should go back to school for spelling. 

On other su> jects, my Fugio records are most nrobably outdated, since a few people 
liquidated their holdings, and some of tne rare nieces are reported elsewhere. As 
soon as I have your results from the Yale collection. I'll sena out for new lists 
of holdings, and hope that I'll come un with something definitive. Though new, the 
19-SS and 1?-KK are not as rare as we previously thought, but, the nh-NM has held 
up, and to my knowledge the discovery niece is still the only one known. Also, 22-M 
is an available item. Read where a Mr. Edison (Simon) was at a N.Y. shoer show, nere 
in w.Y. Don't you ever get these assign/nents, where you'll have a few free evenings? 

Cn the Va. book, you mentioned that you were able to follow some suggestions, and 
not others. T 'm anxious to know which are which. yViii you have a complete set of 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y, 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 



(^^icliar i g>icL 


- 3 - 


new Dlates? If not, T hope tnat you'll start on a project to set them up so tnat 
they can be oroduced pnotographically , and, if you do this, feel certain that 
enough aporeciative parties -will make it worth while enough to at least defray the 
costs, and, perhaos make a profit for your non-profit foundation, if that is allowed. 
No matter how it's worked, I feel that there is a aefinite need for such a thin|5, and, 
without any profit to me, I would be willing to undertake the distribution of such 
sets, if that would be of any convenience to you. In all fairness to you, I should 
give the arg\iments against such a project, and tney are tnat the plates might make 
it oossible for the new varieties that i predicted would be discovered, to be dis- 
covered, and, anotner revision would have to be oone. Ted was here, and has gone to 
vote on the school budget. He left lis pewter piece, which has the scroll, and, some 
of the letters of ' VflJGT^jND'R' are in evidence, ‘ie also told me that he's never seen 
a pevrber one without the scroll, but, this could be from lack of seeing everything. 

It certainly is not ‘"rom lack of observance, since this thought never even occured 
to me. Kxcent for the Continental dollars, I've always suspected, and shiea away 
from all nevi/ter ieces as being suspect, and, items such as the New Yorke struck 
in lead sounds like one of the weirdest pieces of all. I guess that tne coin bus- 
iness is built a lot on promotional features and unauthentic autnenbicities. And 
now I'd better pack to leave for the Milwaukee show tomorrow, and prepare to meet 

with the other thieves. 

Kindest regards. 



Sincerely, 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 5t6 . MAyfair 1-0763 



P.S. In getting ready to pack these coins, I just realized that tne two dollars 
have the same reverse, and, in checking, I find tiiat tnere are more differences 
in tumns and irregularities than I could start to list. Is it possible that 
pewter reacts irrationally to striking? After all, it's a soft metal, and when 
metal is struck with dies, under a lot of pressure, a lot of heat is generated, 
even if only for a short period of time. But, is it possible that a soft metal 
such as pewter could start to bubble at the very hot spots at the time of striking? 
This would cause bumps on one coin ana other bumps on others. Constant bumps could 
be caused by die flaws or rust spots. It seems to me tnat this is an area t lat might 
bear investigation, but, it would mean the comparison of quite a number of tne same 
pieces, in top shape. This could be begun by asking for the negatives that were 
used for plates in some of the better auction sales. Or, am I out on another tan- 
gent? Anyway, it's too late to start to pacK for Milwaukee, I'll do tnat in the Am, 
and get some sleep now. 

THIMK, 


Sincerely, 




er 


P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


P.S. Saw Professor Buttrey at the N.Y. Club meeting Friday, wnere he was tne 
guest speaker. He exhibited their Brasher, Fugio in Gold, and a 1795 $5* that 
was supposedly given to Martha fliashington, as the 1st gold piece struck. Me 
read a copy of the letter that attested to it, the original being too flimsy to 
bring, tie told me that the Fugios were attributed, and that he nad done them 
himself, from your pamphlet. However, errors could easily have been made, and 
Hoch told me that Barnsley was going tnere soon, so. I'll ask him to check them. 
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May 10 f 



Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, L.I, New Tork 
Dear Dick: 



lour letter of May 1, 1962 raised new points with 
respect to the pewter Continental dollars and the 
Rhode Island tokens in pewter. 

I still believe the dark pewter dollar is genuine. 

I have now reached the conclusion that in striking 
pewter coins a soft metal of this sort can flake 
overheat, etc. so that tiny pieces of metal 
might adhere to the die. When the next coin was 
struck those pieces of metal would be forced 
into the next planchet and create the raised lumps 
which are obvious on both dollars. I am glad to see 
on the reverse that the defect in the 0 of GEORGIA 
is evident on both coins. I do not believe there 
were die flaws or rust spots which caused these 
little lumps. What do you think of this explanation? 

Another explanation might be that the planohets or 
sheets from which the planchets were cut might have 
been cast or rolled hot leaving lumps. 

As far as the Rhode Island tokens are concerned this 
is a matter of very little interest to me because I 
have no respect for the pieces. They are not coins, 
they were not made in 1779, and no one knows when they 
were made. It is possible that there were several 
dies made by hubbing and that they are virtually 
dentical to begin with. If the dies were modified, 
the lettering underneath the ornament shows that the 
lettering came first, the ornament second, and the 
complete removal third if only one die is involved. 


May 10, 1962 


•2 * 

Mr. Richard Picker 


If two dies were Involved the removal of the 

orih.""* on. and Ih. ^ubsutiuo^ * 

of the ornament in another. Ted’s piece has everv 

ta^^burth®^ because of its poor de- 

ao 11 ti? reverse ay opinion. I had 

?o a ooiolisi“”“* "" ** “ I 


thl!‘'rBnr‘’lr?L?‘’S'‘ i” book about 

is aolnt ^•'■be dollars but 1 b.li.v. thew 

18 going uo oe some more mud slinging. 

*>’• ^“elo natter 

nro?e:t*.? I wo»?raSv^ that 




Your coins are returned herewith. 
Kindest personal regards. 


Sincere ly. 


ii^RIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 




icliarJ icL 


icKer 

5/1U/62 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


Dear Eric 


Thanks for the letter and for the return of the coins. Your explanation sounds 
logical, exceot for the fact that if that were so, woulun't there be as many coins 
with nits, where the metal from the oL nchet adhered to the die, as there are with 
raised snots? T^rankly, I'm so tired, I can't give too much thought to study. I'm 
prenarinp for my Uth convention in as many weeks. Tnough I have as little interest 
numismatically in the E.I. nieces, I must of necessity detcEmihe its genuineness before 
I offer it for sale. There are some bronze nieces tnat are known as originals, whether 
/hey were made in 1779 or not. Then there is the Grant copy, and numerous casts and 
electros. I was always under the irapression tnat those pieces known as originals 
were not struck from dies, but, were originally cast. Subsequent casts, made from 
molds that were made from the so called originals would have to be slightly larger. 

I've always susnected all of the newter pieces to be phonies, because there woulo be 
no reason to make them. aVhen I return from this last show. I'll try to study them 
more carefully, and, perhans you mipht consent to give them a third, and more thorough 
examination. Re the l80U dollars, Abe very politely says that nothing was proved 
conclusively that the Ostheimer nieces were altered dates. Put, you'll get to read 
the text soon I'm sure. Meanwhile, here are the negatives of the important coins 
from that group that T purchased. If I've neglected to send any, nlease let me know, 

I should have them. They only arrived this AM. Please return after you've finished! 

Kindest regards. Sincerely, 



FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 



Dear Erici 


(^IcLarJ (^icL 


er 

5/22/62 


Here's another one for the exnert. Baker says that this is struck in tin, the en- 
velone says pe^A-ter, but, it seems to be more like lead. The letters, etc. seem to 
have the sharpness of a struck piece, ano the fact that it has a hole in the edge 
evidently from a mou'^ting. Leads me to believe that it's genuine. On page 78, Baker 
says 'most of them present a rather dilapidated appe . ranee'. I'd very much appreciate 
your oninion. I saw Ken Bressett over the week-end in Bingha.iiton, wnere he spoke at 
the banquet on the l80U dollar book. He was very good. Am anxiously awaiting the 
book. I've been calling Mel Fuld every week or so to cneck on George, and just now 
tried again, only to find that Mel's out of tovm for a fevif weeks, so, took the cnance 
and asked for George. To my surprise, he's back at work. He's getting on OK now, 
but is taking it a lot easier. I told him about this piece, but, won't bother h im 
with any coins or coin work for a while. He sent his regards to you. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


N9 4432 



RICHARD PICKER 
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P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
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June 5, 1962 


Mr» Richard Picker 
P*0»Box 366 

Albertson, I*ong Island, New Tork 
Dear l^ickt 

I aa returning herewith Baker No, 16U nedal which 
I have examined. According to my calculation, 
the weight is 10li2^ grains and the specific grav- 
ity is 6,7. It could not be lead under these 
circumstances unless it is hollow. Since pewter 
is tin and lead it is entirely possible to be 
a combination although if it is a solid piece 
there could be very little lead. 

The edge contains evidence that this piece may 
be an eletrotype as a portion of the edge has 
a division which looks entirely too straight. 

The mounting hole does not influence my opinion 
as I don»t know who would wear this medal. Some 
of the striking seems unusually clear but other 
parts seem quite weak. There is no reason to 
think that a fine electrot>ype could not have 
been produced. I, personally, reject the piece. 

I am glad George is better but he has a long way 
to go to adjust his life to a slower pace, 

Dick Johnson is coming to see me since he quit, 
Don Taxay writes me that he has quit, Walter 
l^een Indicates he is going to work for Bashlow* 
There are veiled threats of lawsuits over the 
loOii Dollar book. The stock market is taking 
a technical adjustment, so everything is in con- 
fusion except you. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


BPN/atb 


ERIC P.HKWMAN 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code S16 • MAyfair 1-0762 


Thanks very rtiucn for your letter, and for the return of the meaal. ^y this time 
you've probably seen Dick Joxmson. ./hat's ne going to do? Is Breen planning to’ 
stay in M? Do you know for whom he'll be working? jVhat kind of awsuits are you 
expecting? ^rom what i understano, everything in the book is definite, and can' be 
proven. Arn anxiously awaiting it. Just snoke to George, to see how he's getting 
on, and he seems to be doing fine. Very Little coin work, strictly business, which 
IS a good sign. As for the stock market, I was speaking with my analyst tnis morning, 
anc he seems to feel tnat we are due for a still furtner adjustment. ' T seei,. to feel 
that coins are a safer investi/pient. Do you have any plans to be in New York in the 
near future? 

Kindest regards. 



Sincerely, 


August 29, 1962 


Mr, Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
i'ear Dicki 

I have been so involved with the I80U Dollar 
matter for the past few months that all ot^er 
diddling has stopped, I have rewritten the 
book on the dollar and it will come out some 
time in September, 

The Virginia amendments have been published in 
the A,N.S. NOTES and you will receive a re- 
print as soon as they are sent to me, 

I am re turning h ere with the negatives of the 
pictures of the coin you were kind enough to 
send me • 

Kindest regards for now. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 



Dear Eric : 



tci 



P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 


Thank you very much for your letter and for the return of the negatives. 

I would very much appreciate the reprint of the Virginia. As a matter of 
fact I was going to write and ask that you send one to me and one to Ted 
as well. 'Ve would both like to bind the reprint along with the original 
book so that all the information would be in one volume. 

Spinks talk was quite a revelation, now everyone is more anxious to see the 
new book. Have you done anything further on the Pugio's from the Yale 
collection or other big collections? ilie information that I have gathered 
so far, I feel, is outdated since a number of people have acquired new 
specimens and others have sold. As soon as I have your information I will 
redo all of mihe. 

I am still anxious to get our trade squared away. If you really don't want the 
items, then just return them and we'll forget it. I really don't want to badger 
you any more about it. 

How is the Connecticut work getting along? 

Kindest regards. 


September 10, 1962 


Mr# Klchard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick: 


I am caught between decency and selfishness with re- 
spect to the paper money which I had offered to return 
on several occasions. One of the great problems in 
my mind is that I could have bought the great bulk 
of this material, in Philadelphia , but out of sheer 
decency, knowing that you were interested in it, I 
did not doso. Knowing that you paid $1.00 each for 
mostof them works in the back of my mind even though 
It should not. With that preface, here 1 gol 

I am returning most of the bills under separate cover. 
I need not comment on their condition and the fact 
that I was merely acquiring many of them for plate 
letters, I am enclosing a check in the amount of 
$ 97.50 to cover the following transaction: 


You had two Massachusetts notes, a 12 pence dated 
October 16, 1778, torn horizontally, corners missing, 
and dirty, and a 1 shilling 6 pence 1779 with a chip 
on the botton, a hole out out in the center, and 
substantial tears coming in from each of the four 
sides. What I am doing is sending you better speci- 
mens of the same series in exchange for them. By 
better", I do not want you to feel that they are so 
wonderful but they are far superior to the quality 
of the others and the 3 pence of 1778 will readily 
sell since it is in good-looking condition. 

With that preamble, I have taken the retail prices 
you put after certain notes and cut them in half 
more or less, as you did. These consist of * 


$2 South Carolina, 1777, filthy dirty 
$10 South Carolina, 1776, not filthy, 
Just dirty 


$ 30.00 

35.00 


September 10, 1962 


Mr. Richard Picker 


12 sh, 6p. Vltrginia, 1775, torn in half and 

ragged 120.00 

1 sh. Rhode Island, 1775, tom in half, ragged 30.00 

30 sh. Rhode Island, 1776, corners missing, 

torn in half U5*00 

9 p. Rhode Island, 1775, tom in half, hori- 

zon4ally and half way vertically 35*00 


I am absolutely nuts for buying these at all but am 
doing so. If you are not happy, please scream. 

Naturally, I had sent off the Virginia reprints be- 
fore you asked for them. 

Best regards, 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


i 


EPN/atb 


FROM 



Dear Eric ; 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 

Sept. lU, 1962 



So I'm screamingj Frankly I feel that these notes are worth a good deal more 
not only of the amount of your check, but of the amount of my original prices. 

I found that I could get between ^UO.OO and ^50.00 for almost any of these 
unpriced notes, and have sold a number of the Rhode Islands at such figures. 

Perhaps some of these notes may have been in the original Philiadelphia group, 
and perhaps they had come from the other large group that I purchased shortly 
thereafter. There is no way of ray knpv^ing as of now. However, If you had the 
opportunity in Philadephia, you couldn't have let it go because of me, since no 
one, including myself, knew that I was interested in it. Cathie mentioned it to 
me when she was in New York, I drove down a few days later, looked at the material, 
just spot checked, packed it up, made the purchase and brought it home. Naturally^ 

I don't want you to be completely nuts, because that would ruin a lot of research for 
the future, so I'm returning your check. If you would rather trade for coins, that m 
would have comparable value for the full amount, I'd be interested in seeing them, 
or your check in the full amount, otherwise I would like to have them back. As for 
exchange for the Massachusetts notes, that sounds reasonable and if you would send 
my 2 along with your 2 and let me see both, I would appreciate it. 

Just received your note regarding the E reverse of Virginia. Don't you have the 


original oho to graphs to check 
decision. 


Kindest regards. 


They ought to be clear enough to come to a 


Sincerely, 


FROM 




er 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 


'^ept. 21, 1962 


ear jiiric 


The batch of Colonial paper just arrived this morning and I've checked it all 
out. Svertning checks perfectly. There was one British counterfeit with a 
punch hole cancelation. Sept. 26, 1778, ^50 note, that was not on the list, 
and that I had acquired some time ago, because you had mentioned you wanted 
it, after you had examined it in another group I had sent to you. 

If you v.ant this, please let me know and I'll forv.ard it to you at .i^l5.00 net. 

Though the box came broken, fortunately nothing was missing. If you haven't 
already sent the other notes, please pack them a little more carefully and 
send them certified. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 





icliarJ <Q^tcL 


er 


LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


Oct. 1, 1962 


Lear Eric; 

These notes are not for sale, but lAiere sent to me a customer for authentication, 
and evaluation as to price, rarity, etc. 

i’<hat can you tell me about them? 

Kindest regards. 



Sincerely, 


N9 4625 


RICHARD PICKER 
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P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 

MAyfair 1 -0763 



ITEM 

INVENTORY 

NUMBER 

PRICE 










. ii ^ n 







K n ! fo n 


























































October 16, 1962 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick: 

I just came back from driving across Tunis and 
Libya and went to Hew Year's services in a 2500 
year old synagogue, the oldest active congregation 
in the world. 

I saw the famous Siam I 60 I 1 Dollar, in London, and 
now my wife and I are completely refreshed for 
another winter of work. 

The three notes sent me on October 1, 1962 are re- 
turned herewith. These are the nineteenth century 
reprints from the original copper plates which still 
exist in the Massachusetts Archives. The portrait 
of Samuel Willard is on the other side of the copper 
plate. This plate of three paper money pieces has 
not been mutilated, as most of the other plates 
have. The original notes are, naturally, very rare. 
The reprints are quite limited in quantity but I 
do not attach a monetary value to then because more 
could be made at any time. 

Now, to get down to the Colonial paper money matter. 

I am returning all of the retained notes and you will 
see that the two Hassaohuae tts pieces which I wish 
to keep are not better in quality than those offered 
in exchange. However, I am re-enclosing my check, 
just in case that cold heart of yours has a sense 
of fair play. 

I told you from the very beginning that the reason 
I did not acquire the whole collection of notes from 
Cathie is because 1 did not want to interfere with 
your purchase of them for ^1,000. The notes in the 


Page 2 

Hr. Richard Picker 


October 16, 1962 


enclosed group came from the Philadelphia group as 
I saw many of the Philadelphia pieces. I tried to 
be very decent when I learned you wai ted the notes 
and told her that I would take them if you did not. 
The rest is up to you. It is not going to hurt our 
relationship one bit, regardless of what decision you 
make. * 

The type of $50 Continental counterfeit which you 
sti*i have, I have already acquired. 

I will check the Virginia 2-E matter just as soon as 
I can but you have no ideathat my files at home are 
so thick and full, and I have so many projects in 
the fire, that it is really difficult. 

Ted Craige just sent me the new Fugio piece and 
there is no doubt in ray mind that you have a new 
obverse an d a new reverse die. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


SftlC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


October 19* 1962 


Mr. &i chard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island* Mew Tork 
Dear Dlekt 

I had a few moments and looked into the question 
you raised about the difference be twr en Yirginia re- 
Terse E and F. I baye checked ay old photos and it 
seems clear that one of the main differences between 
K and F is that the head of the little horse in the 
lower right panel is up against the internal dlTision 
line in one case and distant from it an ear*s height 
in the other. 

In checking the photos in the book ttie picture desig- 
nated F has the horse’s head up against the line while 
the one designated E does not. It is possible that 
these pictures may be transposed. 

I have checked my specimen with obverse 3 and find that 
its reverse has the horse’s head distant from the line. 

I have found an old picture of a reverse with the 
horse's legs missing and this has the head up against 
the line. I am enclosing it. 

Armed with the foregoing facts can you and Ted tell me 
from the specimens you have on hand what is correct? 

It would seem that obverse 2 was mated with the speci- 
men with the head close to the line and obverse 3 mated 
with the one with the head distort fromthe line. It 
is also necessary to determine whether one of the dies 
is a recutting on the dies of the other. 

I would appreciate any light you show on this situation. 

Sincerely yours* 


CCt 

Mr. Ted Cralge ERIC P. NEWMAM 


EPH/atb 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 



Lear Eric : 


(Rickard ^icL 


er 

10/22/62 


Thanks for the letters, notes, nhoto, etc., and please excuse the haste. Just re- 
turned ■f’rom anotncr convention, and have loads O'f work. Glad you had a nice vacation. 
Still hven't had a chance to start the I 8 O 4 book. The trade is OK, but the otner 
notes, I'c rather keen. You keen tellinp lae that yon dian't purchase all those notes 
because you didn't /ant to interfere with ray negotions, and, I keep telling you that 
there were no negotions. You couldn't have 'rcnown that I was interested in tnem, be- 
cause I dion't even know it. Cathy raentioned to me that she planned to sell them, and 
asked if I'd be interestea. I saic, I'd like to see tnera, drove co'wi, snent a few 
hours spot Checking them, packed tnera up, and took tnera norae with me, and tnat's how 
I bought them. Mo nerotions, no notning ei'^e. Now, on the Virginia 3 reverse, the 
photo that you sent is not tne same as the one in the book. As a mat .er of fact, it 
Gees’/ 't ,..atcn any others, even tne F. However, the 3 & F in the book seem to be the 
same variety, '"ote the break or flaw u 'oer 17, wnicn is pretty diagnostic. This one 
you sent has a very weak, thin single snrig ending under tne V, and t/Ouching it. The 
ham touches the branch at the bottom. There is a rust spot well below 1? in the field. 
Also, other ■if-f’erences. A in tuis photo is more distant from tne branch, .niereas in 
the book, both 3 & F show the A to just about touch. Perhaps you made nnotos of 2 
dif:'^erent reverses, and one v as minted as E? The E & F in the book co not look 

like the same coin, but do seem to be the same variety. This ne/. photo .nay be the 



X actual S rf^verse. Aleanwhile, none of the collections exaxr.inec had a 2-E , or 
21-N. Oan you tell me where the original sneciiaens are? The fugio work has 
waited so long that I think I'll reoo my end of it. lo many collectors nave ac- 
quired new snecimens, and Barnsley's collection has been broken uo. I'll wait 
until yon can pive me info re the Yale collection, nlus any other juuseum holdings 
that you knw, since this info v/ill re gain more or less constant. /ith that as a 
start, T'li gather the collector holdinss aqain, and bring it all up to date. 

Glad to hear tiat Ted has a nevf ^agio. If yon've made a nhoto of it, I'd like a 
sft of nrints. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


Ml 


FROM 




Ker 

11/27/62 


Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 


Dear Eric 


vhat'r, nev.' dowr, there? Haven't hearo -f^rou yoa in a wnile. George was here Last 
night, and stayed over. Ted Craige came over too and we had a nice evening. I 
nicked u thi« curioos niece so .;e time aco, and helc off sending it, so that I 
could snow it to George. I cnecked it to tne olate of the Betts niece which is 
somewhat similar, but, definitely not the saiae. .lhat do ou make of it? I also 
shnwec it to a oealer in foreign coins, vmo told me tnat tne crown is very sim- 
ilar to a Danish niece. Do you have a contact nrint, actual size of Ted's new 
Eugio? ^'d like that for my ■'^ile book. Te-. gave me an enlarged copy of nis 
nrint, but, it isn't as good as an actual size contact. As soon as I have tne 
Eugio info that you're sunnosea to get from Yale, anc other institutional hold- 
ings, I'll get to work, and reoo tne collector holci gs. 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


DATE 


RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
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N9 4717 



December 27 , 1962 


Mr, Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 
Albertson, 

Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick: 

Your cooperation has, as usual, been most helpful 
to me , I am enclosing the article which was to 
be published in the February Numismatist which 
will confirm to you that the Oak Tree shillings 
you sent me are forgeries. The shillings are re- 
turned herewith. The article is being revised to 
cover your pieces. You will note in the article 
that a St. Patrick farthing was advertised with 
these shillings and I suspect that the farthing 
might be a forgery, also, I am checking it and 
will return it as soon as possible after photography 

The Moffat piece is perfectly genuine, in my opinion 
and is returned h erewith . 

The Seal of the American Consulate, in Paris, is 
merely a seal for documents and, no doubt, the die 
was prepared by the United States Mint, The Seal 
impression is returned herewith. 

Now I need your help. I want you to ascertain from 
the collector from whom these coins were received, 
the dealer from whom he bought the Oak Tree shill- 
ings and if he bought the silver farthing from the 
same source and what other coins he bought from 
the same source. He will be doing numismatics a 
favor by supplying this information. It would also 
be interesting to know what he paid for the coins, 
if they were invoiced to him, and whether they were 
sold to him as genuine or as questionable. J^radfield 
has suggested that I write another article on the 
St, Patrick's piece if it turns out to be a forgery. 
I am trying to trace the source of the advertising. 


Pag« 2 

Mr.Rioh&rd Picker 


December 27, 1962 


I have the O^nnectlout shilliag but it did not 
jar me into action the way your December 21 letter 
did. 

My kindest regards for the Holidays, 

Sincerely yours. 


EBIC P. NEWMAN 


A 


EPN/atb 


January 15, 1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
Hew lork 

Dear Dickt 

I am returning herewith the Connecticut epuriosity 
and the Mark Hewby farthing in silver. Photographs 
are also enclosed for your file. 

I have studied the Hark Newby piece and have con- 
cluded it is a fabrication. The primary defect is 
that the edge has individual cut notches to resemble 
milling. They are unevenly spaced, crude, of uneven 
depth, and uneven width. All normal Mark Newby 
pieces, including the silver ones, have a Castaing 
machine milled edge of uniform indentations. This 
shows that the counterfei tor did not have such a 
machine available. I also call your attention to 
the fact that the obverse ar, d reverse are very per- 
fectly struck, which is most unusual in the genuine 
coinage. Xou will also note that in each motto one n 
word is made up of thick letters and one word is 
made up of thin letters. £aoh E and each E is diff- 
erent. The three dots on the inside of the crown 
are not on any other farthing in my collection as 
another design is normally used. Xhe specific 
gravity is 9*6, the weight 110-1/2 grains, and that 
is the story. 

Because this coin was advertised and acquired along 
with the Oak Tree shilling forgeries in England I 
believe there is no doubt about it being a forgery. 

I propose to write it up very shortly and only wish 
your man would be nice enough to find out the source. 
I already have the name of the dealer through whom 
the other Oak Tree forgeries came from. 


- 2 - 


January 1 $, 1963 


Hr* Richard Pickar 


You asked to examine ny Pitt farthing and it, also, 
is enclosed. Please return it at your convenience 
with your comments. 

Again, nay I express my appreciation for your cooper* 
ation with respect to this research in this field. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWR1AH 


E?N/etb 



Lear Eric : 


(Rickard ^icL 


er 

?/lii/63 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 


Not too inucn new. Likoo your article on the forgeries, as uid everyone who 
1 s ' '-ke with about it. As a laatter of fact, tne last N. {, meeting used it 
as a tonic for discussion. .Vhat are you Going aVnut the M/N : 5 d? T've been 
kent busy as neck since my return from LA, having been gone about 10 days. 

I nicked this un for aiy col Lection of Brockages. It se ..is to me that you 
once sent me sometning similar to check out, and, it also seems that we came 
un witn 'British Penal Colony'. But, T'la not certain, and nobody who's seen 
it can shed any light; Henry Gruntnal, Vernon Brown, Ted Craige, etc. .^artin 
Ko.-tjonn came un with the idea taat Alexander Hamilton diea in July iBoUj and 
that he was born in one of he British held islanas. One of the N.V. club 
students, Dave Me Clyinont told me uhat the arrowhead is a syu.bol of tne 
authority ot the crovm (British). Penal colony sounds more logical. <^nat 
can you tel' me?? Mo work done on your Pitt yet, am stil . waiting for 2 
others. Meanwhile, it's safe in my vault. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerel 


DATE 


RICHARD PICKER ^INC, 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island, N.Y. 

MAyfair 1-0763 
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Ml 


FROM 




er 


LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


3/1/63 


Drar Rric 


Thanks for the Le ter. I know t;ie Dr. he's a little curious, but, I'll get 
in touch with him, and let you know vvhat he says. As for myself, I have no 
T-ecollection of tne incident. It's quite nossible that either the Dr., or, 
someone else snowe' me the niece, and I may nave snown it to Vlack, but, if 
this did occur, I didn't recognize it as a f ^rgery, otaerv.ise, I woulo nave 
so informed wnoever showed it to me. T can be certain tnat I never owned 
sucn a niece. Dven if I had nurchased it at tne convention lanknowingly, I 
would nave discovereo it wnen T checked it at hoiue, since T never sell any- 
tning of that sort right after buying it. Invariably, I nut ne,., purchases 
aside, and take t-iem home and check tnem out carefully. Meanwnile, tne party 
who sunnlieo me writh the two tnat T sent, and the m/M : 5 d silver, corrosnonded 
with his source, and was told th^t he nurcnased the tvro Oaks fro... an ao in 
London, and that he acquired the from a collection in tne 'Midlancs', vvnere- 
ever that might be. It seems that he c n't be nressed, but, does intend to 
make a trin here, anc , if he does, anc i''’ it's nossible, I wi ^ 1 be introduced 
to him, an'i may discover more tnen. here are a few nages frOiU an autogranh 
catalogue: <5^85-could this mean coins? The King and date are OK 'or it. 

Also, would # 24 ? be of any interest to any research y )U may be uo to at tne 

moment. Jhat ever hanoened to the Fugio n oject? You were to get me a list 
of . tne holdings of Yale, J.H. Poyd, nius your own, etc. N. nromised to 

mail her Pitt this week. If it doesn't arrive, T'H work without it. 


Kindest regards. 



March U, 1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Dick: 

Dr. Fattel has been advertising in an English news** 
paper for Anglo-Aiaerican coins. It is inportant 
that I find out from whom he acquired his shilling. 

I have had David Spink check the entire advertis- 
ing in "Exchange and Mart", which is a publication 
in which coins are advertised, and he is unable to 
locate any ad with respect to the Oak Tree shill- 
ings. Would you be nice enough to ask your source 
if the ad was in that magazine and if it could 
possibly have been in I 96 I. 

The Mark Newby farthing from the "Midlands" means 
that it is from Birmingham, or Manchester, which is 
where most counterfeiting took place in years gone by. 

The John Forsyth letter of I83ii with respect to arras 
means Just what it says as the various Asiatic poten- 
tates got about twenty different kinds of presents 
along with the coins and these included pistols 
and other guns. Believe me, I have read so much 
on that subject it is coming out of my ears. 

All of this diversion with respect to ethics has 
caused me from going ahead on the Fugio project. 

Kindest regards, and thanks. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 



Dear Eric : 


(^IcLarJ (^IcL 


er 

3/12/63 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-076^ 


Sorry to have kent this ro long. I Vifanted to examine a fev> of them, ail 
together, and had to v^ait until I could locate a fev. otners, anc borrow them. 
Unfortunately, T've come un witn nothing concLusive. The only triing that 
can determine ie t at all that I was able to examiine (U), are struck on 
ca'^t nl-'^nchets. Thanks again for letting m'- borrow .his. 



RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 
MAyfair 1 -0763 
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APPROVAL 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-076: 



Dear ?,ric; 



3/22/63 


iiere's anotrier one for you. It's mucii too heavy. It ooesn't matcn any of the 
counterfe 'ts that you listed, nor does it matcn a genuine. It comes from the 
costomer of anotiier dea'.er, wno sent it to me for autnentication. The col- 
lector acquired it along with a collection of 17th and Ibth century Spanish 
silver. It seems to be a struck niece, anc has a ring to it. I'd apnreciate 
a ru’^ down or. it. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



P.S. 


I'l.: writing today to get a more detailed pedigree on this S anish silver 
collection. 


RICHARD PICKER DATE. jjo 4889 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

UoNG Island. N.Y. 

MAyfair 1 -0763 
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:er 

U/u/63 


LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-076: 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


Denr ■R’-ic 


Thanks very much for your letter, etc., and for the return of the coins. I as- 
sume that your Pitt arrived safely, '’’f not, nlea'^e let me knoi/v post haste. 

The -^hoto of the is nretty bad. Do you think we snould try to get a better 
shot, in the event that you may want to incluae it in some future work, or, is 
the negative Of, just a bad print? Had you been able to find out anything about 
it, as to v/ho mav nave made it? Any past record of it? Anoroximate ly wnen it 
was made? Of cour e , I'll be looking forward eagerly to the ^ article. By 
the v/ay, there seems to be no doubt t at the NR piece is struck, so, tnere should 
be others around. As for gossip, George is moving to California. He'll ;uake the 
Central States show in Chicago, U/26-?8, and tien go on from there, to be in 
charge of their L.A. 'Plant, new adcress, as of after that date will be 1256 
li’actory Place, L.A. 15} Cal. Somoorie showed me some anti-relii'ious medals that 
Eashlow had maoe up in Rngland, I borrowed tnem, but, wouldn't dar-' put them in 
the mail. I'll have them with me at the Chicago stiow. Hope you might be able 
to get UP there. Also heard about Uth hand that some of the bigi-er '. dealers 
are inv 'Ived in some new gold smuggling, but, don't know vnio ' s involved, or, even 
if it's true. Now, wnat gossip can you supnly? 

Kinoest regards, Sincerely, 



April 2 h, 1963 


Dear Dick, 

Thanks, so much, for the 
reprint* 

Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMM 


¥un# 10, 1963 


Mr. niohaiTcl fiok«r 
P.O.Box 366 AXbortsoa 
Long Inland, h«w lork 

i>«ar i)lok} 

lour not* of June 5, 1963 %#lth respect to Fugios, In gold, 
reminds me that it is tine to write you anybov. 

I ara enclosing a segwent of a letter I have ^ust recently 
written and believe you will get some degree of aausenect 
out of it. Hiss Seeler is not the only vcsan who is bad in 
England. 

I very «uoh would like to have Mrs. fiorweb^s present holdings 
in the Fugio pattern aeries with the weights of the various 
itswa. I have never heard of 101-00, in gold, and want to 
be sure it is not a goldplated electro. I would also like 
to have the weight of her lOU-FF, in gold. If she could take 
the specific gravity of both that would be a helpful oowpari- 
son « 

As far as I know, there are two speclaens of 103-£E, in gold, 
one being illustrated in the Paraelec Sale. Tale University 
is said to have one specimen and Horace Brand had another. 
There Is also, in gold, a striking of obverse lOi* with a 
reverse which reads •James Jarvis 1767". Hy notes on that 
itSB are buried and if need be I will find them for Mrs. 
Horweb. At you know, there are no gold Fugios which are not 
re strike 8. 

1 am sanding sn extra copy of this letter to you so that you 
way send it to Mrs. Horweb and, naturally, I will be glad to 
oooperate in giving either or both of you further information. 

Sincerely yours. 


BPS/atb 


ERIC P. MEWMAH lUMISMATIC 
EDDCATIOl SOCIETY 




er 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-076 


6/12/63 


Lear Eric 


Thanks for the nroL.-ot reply. ;Iov/ever, since you ’Aere i E.Y., if you nad ,iust given 
n-e p call, T'o have had it much sooner. And, if you were out to any of the L.I. 
stores, you were nrobably no more tnan b -ainutes from nere. I'll forv.ara your let- 
ter to A.^. Nor;;eb, and will ask ner if she'll sene tne coins to me for exaiiiination. 
Cr, if she'll be at home when I altend tne Clevelano convention in July, nt;rnaps 
"'ll see tnem t en. Meanwhile, here's honing tnat one 'll have tnem weighed, ana 
So' cific Gr-'vity taken. Nothing too ...uch nev/. Just nad a disapoointment this Aiw. 

A while b,ack, ^ received a letter fro.M a ..lan wao fou''’d a massachusetts threepence 
in a remote s'^'ction of Arkansas, and he d' scribed it as looking like the one on 
P. lU of the led Pook. Unfortunately, when it arrived this A./, it turnea out to 
be one of the most worn Charles TTI ^ reals, tnat T'd ever seen. Tne III was all 
that v/as evident, on the obverse, excent for a 'O' towards tne bottom. This was 
th-- 1st le . .er o"'’ GiPOLUS. Two very v/orn letters on t ;e reverse, tnat were aLuost 
in.c' istinguishable , mode the identi'^’ication nositive. Jilly Anton was over Last 
evening v;ith his dad, and they had an intere-.ting let-.er re: '''.J., wiicn I suggested 
they onotocooy, anc send to you. Ihey also nad so-ae otner Letters wnich tney naa 
received Prom Rendell, who T under'tanu is operating a oocuaent business. I have 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-076: 



8 Par;aelee catalogue witaout olate'-. Vould you have an extra one with plates, or 
couIq you nossibly reproduce your pL tes? have reprint plates o^' the wiaris Sale, 
henkels, l886, and th-^ six colovial plates of tne iviiller sale. Rider, 1920. Do 
you nee . eitner or both? low many elates are tnere ir, the Parin' lee catalogue? 

Kincest regards. 


Sincerely, 



F.S. How rare do you ^ind the .Vashinpton Funeral medal, P. l66 is in Copper. Up 
u’''til now, I've only seen one genuine one, all ot;iers being -'leclros, in- 
cludinF those that T got from Scav/artz vvneo I tiougnt his Va suing ton 
mate 'ia' a long time ago. In Paker''^ listing, he mentions Crosby 322 after 
copper. To wnat does th t refer? 


June 13,1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Dick: 

From a breakdown in communication to hot exchanges 
is typical. I was intNew York and never went to 
Long Island except to go to the airport and I have 
never seen such horrible traffic in my life. 

At least I did some good in New York by locating 
one of the coins stolen from the Chase Manhattan 
Bank . 

I certainly look forward to receiving the inform- 
ation from Mrs. Norweb. 

I couldmake photocopies of the plates in the 
Parmelee Catalogue which I have but this is not 
good compared to photographs. 

I don’t need the plates which you have but I would 
like to get a set of Jenks plaices. Do you know wh 
reproduced these, as I believe somebody did. 

I know nothing about Washington Funeral medals but 
the reference to Crosby is a page number reference 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 



Lear Eric : 


(^icLarJ ^icL 


er 

6/2U/63 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y, 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


'ihanke for the letfer. Sorry you con't/like our traffic, but, you don't have to 
co’^'to’-d viith it too often. Dicn't know that Chase ^ank riad any coins stolen. .dien 
did tais haooen, and what v;a'^ taken? ^ don't know v/tiat luigat be fortacojainp; fro.ii 
ivrs. Sorweb. t quote ^rora her 'otter: "I a;.: a.iused at Eric ’Jewiaan's asking you to 
vrite n "o • coins, ie aorvarantly is too busy to do his ov.n cori’esoont once . " She 
said notiinp further about them, but, T'll "^‘o How it uo. T don't know v,iao aiade tue 
renrodu^tion^ o-*^ the -■’’nnks nl.atos, but, I saw so;;;e, anc they were territ'Le. T " you 
ever do pat to vi'^it with i.;e , t'H sbow' you Cnot for sale or trade) wna t is m’obably 
the ■finest co-oy a Jonks v/itn -olates. T've fonnd that the ""aker r f' --ence referred 
to the Crosby sale, not the book. Aaro'i ir.ip t know v;ho re-oroc^uced the Jenks 

elates. T don't think it nays t' ohotof^raoh the barmelee ’'lates. ■'ine o.f tnese days 
T'll nick un an oririnal wit nlates. '■'■ve you seen Lester ./-rkin's listing of Ep/ict- 
ional Currency? Tt's well -I'.orth t-if; )?. he's anwing frr it, and it i/iiglit make tnis 
field a little more -nonular. Meanwhile, on v.nat are. you -workinp now? T snoke with 
'^eo: ge a few day.'^ ago. ‘e's doing fine. 


kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


August 29, 1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick* 


Since ay return from ray vacation I have 
mislaid your letter. I think you wanted a 
picture of the lU H combination Fugio which 
Vlaok discovered. I have a picture some- 
where but don't know where at the moment. 

I merely want to let you know that I am 
hard at work and give you the following 
new comment: TheA.N.A. should pass a re- 

solution requiring all false ballots to be 
marked "copy" or "reproduction". 

Best regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



RICHARD PICKER; INC. 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 

MAyfair 1 -0763 



APPROVAL 






ITEM 

INVENTORY 

NUMBER 

PRICE 



/ 7 '>c PcM^H 1-15 

i'&ST^T^ 

NertKiti 





























~r^ 






y ✓ 









7 »~ 

























September 17, 1963 


Dear Dlok, 

To whom shall I give credit 
finding the 13-KK Fugio? 

Thank yon, so much, for 
advising me. I am going to eomplot< 
my work on this subject with reason- 
able promptness. 

I enjoyed being with the New 
Tork group and am sorry that my 
weekend on Long Island was com- 
pletely consumed with family and 
no coins. 


Cordially, 



From the desk of 
E^IC P. NEWAN 




9/18/63 


er 


Area Code 516 • MAyfair i-076: 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 


Dear Eric 


Thanks for the memo. The 13-KK was ^ most recent discovery. Sorry, I've been 
busy the past few days, so, no newer discoveries. Whenever you feel that you're 
reday to get started on the Fugio project again, please let tne know, and I'll 
write to the co3JLectors who I know collect the series, and get a list of the 
number of oach variety that they own. I have a record of the ANS holdings, but, 
will recheck that when the time comes. I have to leave other institutions, shch 
as JHU, Yale, Mass. Hist. Soc. to you, since I don't know any of the people 
there. Also, you may be aware of other institutions that have collections of 
Fxogios, or, even groups unattributed. If this is the case, perhaps we can get 
collectors in the area to do the attributions. I feel that if we're going to 
indicate rarities at all, we should do a thorough job of recording as many 
specimens as possible. Perhaps it might be a good idea to prepare a form letter, 
and send it to all institutions that we know have any coin holdings at all. A 
letter on your classy stationery might carry more weight than my letterhead, and, 
if you want, you can have replies come directly to me, and I'll do the compilation. 
Let me know what you think of all this. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


October 2, 1963 


D««r Dlok, 

A1 Rooh has arailable the 
1785 Conneoticut plate and has 
been respecting ey request not 
to sellit to any one vbo eight 
publish it or misuse it* I cer- 
tainly am delighted if you wish 

to arrange to acquire one free 
bin* 


Sincerely, 


Mr«Riehard Picker 

From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEmM 


October 2 , 1963 


Mr.Hicbard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Diokt 


I e^m Starting on the Fugio project with vigor. 
I have a list of Spilman's coins and if yon would like 
to ask any other collectors for their lists that would 
be good. I have an old record of Barnsley's collection. 
I have seen the Yale collection. I do not know of any 
institutions which collect varieties, except A.N.S. You 
know the people who collect varieties and that will be 
a great help. I really appreciate your willingness to 
do this for me and 1 will go to work on the monograph 
very soon. 


I had the 103-EB, in gold, submitted to me 
at fliSOO and was delighted to see it after many years 
of trying. Knowing that it is a crude re strike of I8l95 
I cannot buy it as a rarity. I presume this must have 
passed through your hands and that you tried to sell It 
and that caused the Norweb Inquiry. 

Spilman is also going to help me and I think 
with the help of Damon Douglas' manuscript and what I 
have accumulated it ought to make an interesting mono- 
graph. 


Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EFM/atb 


October 11, 1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 
Albertson 

Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick* 

Yonr list of Fugios was absolutely correct and I 
have added hubs, dies, and patterns in so far as I know 
them. My numbering on items I know but which others do 
not know does not help much such as 102, IO 6 , 107, etc. 

I think it is important to ask collectors if they 
have electro shells or exactly what they have with re- 
spect to the hubs, dies, and patterns. 

Spilman is going to get the shook of his life when 
he learns is 103-EE is not silver. 

The die varieties will be re described. There will be 
a complete new set of plates and I believe ANS should 
publish the item as Douglas did a lot of work on a manu- 
script which he wanted to publish there and gav»^ this 
work to then, I already have Spilman checking die 
breaks to determine the order of striking. 

I sincerely appreciate your helpfulness and it would 
certainly be great to get this job accomplished. 

KreAsberg writes me that the Fuglo, in gold, will 
be put into his next auction* 

Sincerely pumrs. 


EPv/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


FROM 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 



Dear Eric: 


i^icLarJ 


er 

10/14/63 


Thanks for the letter, and for the return of the list. I just nade an appointment 
to see the Fugios in JHU on Thursday. That'll be a start. Please send me a list 
of the Yale Holdings, plus other Institutions you may have. I don't want an^ col- 
lector lists yet. Glad to see that you plan to work on order of emmission. I'd 
like to see that before it is published. Did you receive Oak Tree III? A 1 
Hoch was nice enough to respect your note, and sold me the last set of 1785 plates 
that he had. I asked him about the 1786,7, and 8 plates, and he told me that you 
had all of those. Can you supply me with them, on the basis of the same promise 
I made when I requested them previously. I have conventions for the next two 
week-ends, and, as soon as those are over. I’ll prepare a form that I can send 
to collectors for the Fugio notes. I’ll ask Ted Craige to photocopy it, so I 
can have a number of them. It'll be better than carbon copies. It looks like 
we’re rolling on this now. When do you come to N. Y, again? The N,Y. club meets 
on the 2 nd Friday of every month, if you’re ever here on that day with some free 
time. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


October 15, 1963 


Mr* Richard Picker 
F.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Lear Dicks 


There are no Connectiout plates of 
1786-1787-1788. 

1 accumulated pictures of as many 
varieties as 1 could and sent them on to Hed 
Barnsley. I have been begging him to assemble 
these pictures but, to ay knowledge, it is not 
done except in individual note book form by 
variety. 


I have the Oak Tree threepence and 
will study it in due course. 

I will send you the order of emission 
of the Fugios after Spilman works it up. 

Thanks for being so cooperative. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 




:er 

10/30/63 


LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-076: 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 


Dear Eric: 

The Genealogist who sent me that excerpt felt certain th; t it was the same 
P. P. P. kfyddelton whose name appears on the Myddelton token of Kentucky, and, 

I thought you might like a copy of it. If you'd like it returned, please let 
me know. Nothing else new. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 



P.S. Was the 13-KKthat you listedfrom my reported discovery of i it, or, had 
you known of the existance of it prior to ray discovery? If so, who else 
has it? 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-076 

11/6/63 

Dear Eric; 

Enclosed, Two Beauts. The Pine Tree is one of the best electros I*ve ever seen. 

The other is obvious. They were sent to me to check out, and, I've just received 
permission to send them on to you, for whatever study you might want to give them. 

Please return them as soon as possible. I'm going to try to track down the source. 
Meanwhile, Ted was over last night, and we were looking at some Silver Immunes. 

Some time ago, you had a theory that these pieces were struck at a later date, and 
that they were struck over ouatters of the 1815-I828 period, end, you once ex- 
amined one that showed some of this undertype. I'd like very much to examine 
the specimen that you own, and will try to borrow a few others, and see if we 
can't come to some definite conclusion on them. Also, who owned the one with 
the undertype showing? Do the silver ones only come with this one reverse? 

Have you come to any conclusion on the Oak Tree III? 

Kindest regards. 



Sincerely, 


RICHARD PICKER 

COINS 

P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 

Long Island. N.Y. 

MAyfair 1 -0763 
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December 3# 1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P. 0. Box 366, Albertson 
Long Island, Hew Tork 

Dear Dick: 

Tou asked me for data concerning the Immnne 
Colombia and I am sending yon photocopies of certain 
portions of ay files as well as some photographs. 
Please feel free to ask me any further questions 
after you hare rewiewed this material and I am sure 
you will find many other things I do not know about. 
As I told you, I am holding out the information on 
one coin because I am not in a position to giTo you 
the information. 

lou hare asked to borrow Crosby YII-30 in* 
copper and YII-3I in silrer, both of which are en- 
closed herewith. Please return these coins after 
they have serred your purpose. 

As I understand it you are not planning to 
publish anything and that you and Ted Craige merely 
want to work on this problem as a research project. 

I feel very embarrassed to have restrictions on 
research projects but, in this situation, I an not 
free to act as I ordinarily would. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


t 

EPN/atb 



ERIC P. NEVMAN 


Deoenber 6, 1963 


Mr. Richard Hoober 
236 Rice's Mill Road 
WTncote, Penna. 

Dear Diok^ 

i 

Tha^«. you, Tery much, for studying the 
article I sent you. I am making a few change 
but it is very close to being in final form. 

I would like very much to see the 1771 
Virginia £3 note which you recently have on 
approval or have acquired., or, if you have a 
photograph of it, that would serve iust as 
well. 


The March li, 1773 date is correct for 
the Ashton notes. 

Tou can probably get from your library 
Charles P. Bullock's "Essays on Monetary 
History of the United States", New York, 1900 
One of these essays is on New Hampshire Col- 
onial currency. 

As soon as I have southing definite to 
report to you on Harley's items I will, of 
course, be in touch with you. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 



Dear Eric ; 


(^ickarJ <^tcL 


er 

1/2/62 


P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


coins arrived safely this laorning. I still can't convince myself tnat the 
Y IS good, nf course, I certainly hone that it is. Tomorrow, it will be 
X might give us something conclusive. As soon as I have them 

results. I'll be speaking with Mrs. Norweb tomorrow, and 
wi_l ask her about the Virginias, and will relay the infonnation to you. VVill 
try to eret her purchase dates as well. Meanwhile, mine is the 5th. 


Kindest regards, and thanks again, and Haopy New Year, 


Sincerely, 


FROM 


er 


P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


1/3/62 


Dear Eric; 

9ust spoke with Mrs. Norweb in Cleveland. She isn't coming on to N.Y. until the 
lUth, and then, she'll be here for 10 days. I don't know whether or not I'll be 
seeing her, since T may be out of town for the entire time that shej^s here. How- 
ever, she told me that she does own two Virginia Siillings, one purchased from 
Low in about 1908, and the other qbout 3 years ago from Baldwin. This figures, 
since another collector told me that he was offered one a few years ago from 
EaldwKin. She also told me tnat she has one in what she calls brass, but, at the 
same time, explained that anything that doesn't seem to be pure cooper, she calls 
brass. This niece also came thru Low, quite some time ago. In addition, she has 
an ^lE VI which she says is Noe X U, and which she told me you saw so e time ago. 
That would make three of this variety. She also told me that she would be willing 
to send any or all of these nieces to you for examination and study, but, since 
she's leaving on the Lith, if you fleel tnat you would like to see any or all of 
them, I'd sugr^est that you callK for such request (Liberty 1-U800, Cleveland). 

Ted Craige is a little miffed because you've never answered any of his letters, 
and is oarticularly oerturbed because in on‘^ of them he asked to have a set of 
Fugio plates, for which he intended to nay, and, it seems that ne's the only one, 
the way he puts it, who doesn't have such a set. v'Vhy not go thru your unanswered 
mail, and see if you can write him a letter. Though not as prolific a writer as 
you, he is a researcher. The end (of the oaoer) is in sight. Kindest regards. 

Sincerely, j-y ^ 




er 


P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


1/3/61 


Dear Eric ; 


A d<=aler had this, and T a5k:ed him to let me borrow it to show to you. I have 
no idea as to its value, and neither does he. If it means anything to you, he 
might sell it, but. I'm afraid that he may have an idea that it's very rare. 

If you want it, let ma. me know what it's worth to you, and I'll see if he accepts. 
If not, you can Dhbfcostat it, and have a record of it. Also have a letter from 
Hoch, ano he's pretty downhearted about you not wanting hiiu to make up the Conn, 
plates. Frankly, I tnink it would be a good thing for your book, when it is reaoy, 
since he plans to sell them only to a few interestea people at this time, in order 
to see if better specimens can be found and photographed. Then, when you're ready 
with your book, plates woulo be available containing all of the best knov\n pieces. 
He's nut a lot of time and money into this project, chasing up and down the East, 
Photographing entire collections of collectors and museums, ano now, tne only way 
to bring tnis to a conclusion, would be for distribution for improvements. That 
would also help hii,. to recoup some of nis expenses. By tne way, wnen do you ex- 
pect to nave your book on Conns ready? 


Sincerely 


Kindest regards. 


January 9 , 1962 


Kr« Richard Picker 
PaO.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, Rew Tork 

Lear Lick: 

Thank you, very much, for sending me the Connecticut 
document relating to some of the miscellaneous receipts 
and money in the Connecticut Treasury. There was so 
much confusion in the Treasury at that time that 
there was a resignation of the Treasurer and all kinds 
of auditing. Since it is not possible for me to collect 
this sort of material I would appreciate it if you would 
thank the dealer for letting me see it and return it to 
him. I am returning the same herewith. 

As far as A1 Koch^s disillusionment is concerned, I am 
trying to cheer him up. Selling a few plates to interested 
people will not bail him out, financially, and will only 
result in requests from more people. Then, by the time 
the publication comes out, there will be little interest 
because somebody will have copied the plates by then. 

No one is ever going to get the best speoimens of every- 
thing and it is not necessary - or else you would never 
finish. 

This research business is hard, tedious, work, often un- 
appreciated, and often disheartening, and I ought to 
know. 

I only wish you could persuade Hooh to hold back his 
impulse to distribute plates as I am offering to pay 
for all of his photography at ANS. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 



Dear Eric ; 


(^j^icliard (^P icLer 


1/8/62 


P. a. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


Ts tnis another die state? ^Tote lack of die break, but, cerif on M N. 
Kindest regards. 


Sincere Ly, 



FROM 


er 


P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LDNB ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


- 2 - 


think we could work out our trade? T thanked the dealer for lending the document, 
and he thanked you for authenticating it, wnich you did in a negative manner, by 
not calling it a forgery. He said he'd write you a thank you note. What did you 
find on the Oak Tree II? A letter from Ken Bressett told me he'd be seeing you. 
Was it an interesting visit? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely 




P. Q. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


think we could work out our trade? T thanked the dealer for lending the document, 
and he thanked you for authenticating it, which you did in a negative manner, by 
not calling it a forgery. He said he'd write you a thank you note. What did you 
find on the Oak Tree II? A letter from Ken Bressett told me he'd be seeing you. 
Was it an interesting visit? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




er 


P. D. BOX 366 ALBERTSQN 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


2/11/62 


Dear Eric ; 


iiere's another one to piay with. It's about the best copy I've seen. I tnink 
even better than Bolen. Unfortunately, T don't have a bolen for coraoarison, but, 
'’■'m oretty certain it isn't his manufacture. It weighs 105.5 grains, and is larger 
and thicker than any Tiye seen. Also, the A goes over the S. The shape of the 
cerifs of the A differs from the original, as does the angle ana distance of the 
cerif of S meeting U, and the thickness of the crossbar of A. Of course, the re- 
verse doesn't check out. This belongs to another dealer, and, I borrwwed it from 
him. I thoupht that you 'a like to see it. Have you any idea who made it? Also, 
what haonened to the Oak Tree II I sent about a montn ago? If you didn't receive 
it, olease let m.e know as soon as possible. If you have it, and are just busy, 
there's no rusn on it. I haven't forgotten about the photos you want. I've asked 
for. the negatives, and will forward them as soon as they arrive, ana you can make 
as many as you wish, or enlargements, or anything you want. If you just want 
plain prints, let me know, and I'll make them up, as soon as I have the negatives. 


Kindest regards 


Sincerely 


February 16, 1962 


Mr* Richard Picker 
P»0*Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Dick: 

I am very appreciative of the Bar Cent you 
forwarded to me* It is a different counter* 
feit from the one you sent before. These 
coins are really deadly and I want to take 
very detailed pictures of them. You have 
no idea what a help you are in matters of 
this sort. This is not a new counterfeit 
but, as you realize, the Bar Cent is the 
easiest coin to counterfeit in the entire 
American series. 

I haven ‘t been able to study the Massachusetts 
piece yet. 

I am planning to come to New York on March 
9 for an ANS meeting and if the New York 
Coih Club meets the same night perhaps I can 
attend and will, no doubt, see you. 


Cordially, 


EPN/ atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 




er 


P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYPAIR 1-0763 


2/28/62 


Dear Eric 


Delighted to hear that you'll be in N.Y. The N.Y. Club does meet that night, 
and I know you'll enjoy it. If it will be at all possible, I 'a be more de- 
lighted to lave you come home with me after the meeting, and stay over. We 
could have a ball going over some of the books tnat I have, as well as a few 
coins, and just talk. I could get you to tne airport for whatever plane you'll 
want to make on Saturday, or even Su day, if you'd like to stay another day. 

Can even take ^ou to a few of your stores, if you would like tnat. Just spoke 
to Charles Wormser, the N.Y. Club president, and, he doesn't have a gaest speaker 
for tne meeting, and thought that it might be nice if you v.ere uo say a few words. 
Give it, some thought. I know that whatever you say will be well apnreciated, but, 
remember that Harold Bareford, wuo owns one of the LdOu dollars will be there, 
and that subject might be a little touchy. But, it isn't banned, and you can use 
your own judgement. By the way, you can throw a few coins in your pocket, and we 
might just be able to consummate our trade. Perhans I'll do a little better in 
my own ballfield. 

Let's hear from you soon, and, kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 



P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


P.S. Please excuse the delay in answering. Just returnee from the Phoenix and 
L.A. Conventions. By the way, a good friend in L.A. has 3 Continental dollars, 
ana since there are so many deceptive forgeries of this piece, and each one of 
his Left a Little doubt in my mind, T suggestea that he send them all to you. 
T'd aporeciate it very much if you would check them out for him, if and when he 
sends them. His name is Maurice Getz. 



March 5, 1962 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P .O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, Hew York 

Dea r Lick: 

lour nice letter of February 28 is at hand and 
although I am supposed to be at a dinner party on 
Friday night I could come to the Hew Tork Club 
depending on what time they meet (after I eat). 

I will be at the St. Regis Hotel Wednesday. 
Th^sday and Friday nights, arriving Wednesday 


Unfortunately, I cannot accept your hospitality 
to come to your house as I don’t know how I can 
sandwich that in, Mywife and I are going to see 
our daughter over the weekend in Philadelphia, 

If I said a few words at the New York Club I might 
get shot but it would not have to be on the subject 
or the loOu* I am in another fracas over the 
onfe derate cent with Mr, Bashlow but he has 
changed his advertising on account of it. 


I look forward to seeing you at the meeting or 
any other time during my stay when we can sneak 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Maroh lU, 1962 


Mr, Hiohard Picker 

366 Albertson 

Long Island, New Tork 

Dear Dick: 

I merely wish to thank you for your courtesy to 
me while I was in New Tork. I did finally get 
to the dinner party and it was nice for you to 
drive me there. 

The club meeting on Friday night was delightful 
and I hope I did not talk too much. 

As I promised, I am enclosing the curious propa** 
ganda on the back of the banknote which I bought. 

I think it should be published, 

I have ordered revised page proofs of the Virginia 
article and will send them to you in connection 
with my final corrections. 

Thank you, again, for your kindness. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPNjatb 


e/ei^ c/ 

LEONARDO DA VINCI 


Dear Eric : 


3/17/62 



Hoce you, and atb like thif 
stationery better. It's us- 
ually reserved for new discoverie, 
etc. Thanks for the letter, and the* 
cony froiii that note. Please let me know 
.iust what note it was, bank, date, etc. 

Glad you liked our meeting. Yoiir talk was 
well received. Did you forget about a 
letter of authentication for the Virginia 
Ghilline? It weighs 8$ grains 0 ”^ the but- 
ton. Also, nlease send 2 more prints of 
the Bar Cent comparisons. I had to give the 
one you gave me to the owner of the coin, & 
I'd like one, and so would Ctaige. I haven't 
forgotten that you want prints of some coins, 
but am still waiting for the negs. 

Slnoerg, 






'eece' 


U/6/62 



Dear Eric : 

-Tust a quick note to let you know that early next week, I'll be sending 
you ifrhat is puroortec to be an original Maryland penny. The design matches 
tne original, but, it's so corroded that it's dif icult to tell whether it's 
a cast or not. I plan to try to take snecific gravity tonight, and monday, 

T want to have it x-rayed. (J^soovl as T have it back from that. I'll get it 
in the mail to you, along with whatever findings I have tt that ooint. The 
puroose of this letter is to Let you know that it will be on its way by Tues 
AM, unless I hear from you to the effect ttiat you've already seen it. The 
party who UK owns it says tnat either Dr. Stefanelli or Peterson (doesn't 
remember which one) saw it and thougnt it was good, and would have liked to 
have it donated. It was given to John Pittman for authentication, and he 
kept it for about 3 months, and came up with the opinion that it was so 
worn, after sh wing it to a few people, coulo come to no oecision. It's 
possible that he showed it to you, in whicn case I woulon't waste your time 
and mine, sending it again. The party who sent it to me is a Dealer who is 
representing the owner, and since JJP kept it so long, doesn't want to riold 
it UP any longer tnat necessary. If you've already seen it, or, for any 
reason aon't want me to send it, please call me collect, and let me know. 

If I don't hear from you. I'll mail it Tuesday, ano will prevail upon you to 
give me as prompt a reply as possible. Meanwhile, what's new on the attrib- 
utions of the Yale Eugios? And, what else is new? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




:er 

U/lO/62 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y, 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


Dear Eric : 


Nice talking with you the other day. Ted Craige is not certain whether he'll be 
able to make the ANS, so, I'm enclosing the coin. The x-ray seems to indicate 
that it's a cast, but, it is not as clear as some of the other items that were 
x-rayed in the cast, and wide from which definite conclusions coula be drawn. 

In adcition to your opinion, please double check the specific gravity. Now 
that you'll be coming to N.Y. more regularly, I hope that we'll have the time 
to get together once in a while. If you know it, please senu me a list of tne 
oates of tne forthcoming council meetings, and I'll try to arrange free time 
where possible. As mentioned nrevioHsly, I'd appreciate it very much if you 
would give this coin your prompt attention. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 
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